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Carpenter's Letter
(Continued from Paga Twelve.)

th valuablo carprLi and othpr Lhlnf? had,
ton dlflpiuwd of without an accounting.
Tb result wu a whnlwnale dlamlnsal of
ilHclal and the revocation of the unne:-j-ar- y

contractu.
Tho cnr paJacca aro worth looking- at.

Ttara la nothing like tlicm upon earth.
TsarttkoA Btlo, where his majesty spends
vnieh of hla time, has floors of ebony and
tnof hcr-of-pe- and walls Inlaid with
mmliuhlte and lapis TaiulL There la a
room In It Inlaid with tortoise shrll,
another waTJod with bamboo and ninny
apartments hung; with froblln tapeKtrles. It
ttas a ball room which covers more than
half an acre floored with wooden mobile,
a Chinese room fumhhed tn teak wood, a
Japanese room and other conceits.

This buIIdlnR Is situated In a park of 2,000

aereH, In which there are eighteen miles of
drives and walks. This palaco was built
by Catharine the Groat, one of the most
extravagant as well as one of the greatest
of KiiitHlan rulers. When the building
were first constructed she ordered ome
of theiu covered with gold leaf, and as the
story goes It took 0,000 worth of precious
metal to gild them. After a while owlnn.
to the dampness of the climate the gold
began to peeL Catharine then proposed to
cover It with puint, whereupon some Hpecu-lato- rs

offered her J250.000 for the privilege
of scraping off the gold.

"I am not quite so hard up," said the old
empress, "as to have to noil my old clothes
to keep myself going." And he sent thorn
away and pulnted the gold.

Another grand phIhco Is that of Peterhof,
on the Gulf of Finland, and another is the
Winter Pulaco at St. Petersburg.

I went through the Winlar Pnlnoe the
other day. It 1m situated on the bunks of
the Neva river, running along them for
about three American city blocks. It is, I
believe, the largest palace of tho world. It
la of four stories and covers as much
ground as the capitol at Washington. It
baa about fifteen acres of floor spaoo on
Its different stories and If you will Im-
agine a flfteen-ucr- e field divided up Into
rooms, some big enough to hold an ordi-
nary palace and- - others as small and cozy
aa any In your own houe, you may have
Bome Idea of this structure. The oojor of
the building la a rich old red. It was
painted last year and It took tons of paint
to cover It

The Interior of tho palace Is more like a
museum or an art gallery than a home. I
was an hour walking through Its principal
rooms. I had to show my passport and
apply for a card of admission before I
qpuld enter, and one of the servants went
with me, deHoribing the wonders in
Russian. I bowed my head, although I did
not understand, and relied on my eyes
alono for Information.

I could see, however, that the pa In re U
grand beyond description. It has acres of
inoHulu floors as smooth us a piano and so
waxed that you can see yourself In them.
The rooms are walled with satins and silks
matching the furniture, and they contain
works of art from all purts of tho world.
Borne of the ceilings are upheld by Cor-
inthian columns pluted with gold and the
walls of some rooms are covered with gold
leaf. There are chandeliors of crystal and
In the museums gold plato of great value.
There are miles of paintings, numerous
statues, Inlaid tables and other things of
artistic merit

With all this the paluoe Is far from com-
fortable. The most of it Is barnlike to an
extreme and I do not wonder that the csar
la glad to get out of It and away from the
ghosts of its past.

Indeed, the modern rulers of Russia are
a refreshing change from their ancestora.
The grandfather of Nicholas was the most
advanced monarch of his time, and hla

Alexander I, Introduced
western clvilht&tlon Into Russia. Alexander
II freed forty-od- d million Russian serfs,
and had he not been assassinated Russia
would be a constitutional monarchy today.
I learned much about Alexander III during
my stay In St. Petersburg ten years ago,
when he was still on the throne. lie waa
an ideal ruler, a atmpfe as the present
czar and Jimt as fend of his family. He did
what he could for his people, notwithstand-
ing he was dally In danger of assassination.

The old csara were cruel to an extreme.
Take Ivan the Terrible, who built many of
the finest churches. He becamo emperor at
the age of 13. One of his amusements waa
fastening his enemies between boards and
sawing them In two from head to foot. He
had a festive way of enclosing a man In a
bearskin and sicking the hounds on him,
and other royal amusements which were
rather hard on his subjects.

One of the most beautiful churches of the
world was built by. Ivan. It Is that of St
Raall at Moscow, a mass of onion-shape- d

domes and other conceits. The architect
waa an Italian. When It waa completed
the emperor asked him If he could make
another like It He replied that be could,
whereupon Ivan ordered hla eyes to be put
out In order that no one else might have a
palace like him.

Another rare bird waa Peter the Great
He did a lot for Russia, but It waa In hla
own way. He built this city of St. Peters-
burg, founding It upon a swamp, because
ha aaid that he wanted a window where he
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could look out upon Europe. He went to
England to learn shipbuilding, Intending to
found a navy. While in Ioudon he visited
the court and saw there the lawyers, with
their wigs. He asked what those curioua
men might be and was told.

"Lawyers are they?" waa hla reply.
"Why, I have only two auch men In my
whole kingdom, and I Intend to hang them
when I get back."

This czar killed hla own son and divorced
his wife. He then married a peasant girl,
who ruled In his place after his death.

FRANK O. CARPENTER.

Pointed Paragraphs
A bare hook will do when a person fishes

for compliments.
QosBlp is the ammunition used In the gun

of Idle curiosity.
Borne women aro almost aa flighty aa

some bank cashiers.
Givo tho amateur violinist a word of cn--
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MR. AND MRS. JACOB WOT-- F OF
RECENTLY MARRIED AT PLAIT

courogement and plenty of elbow room and
be will do the rest

It's a poor family tree that produce
nothing but blockheads.

People sometimes count their chickens
before the eggs are laid.

When some people make op their minds
they use mighty poor material.

There are some queer people In this
world. Occasionally a truthful man goea
fishing.

Tulk U cheap, and tho man who talks
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too much often gets liberal and gives him-
self away.

Go to the ant, thou sluggard; thoo wilt
find several of her at any basket picnic.

Dealneas is a terrible aflliction to the
man who likes to hear hiniHelf talk.

Many a man who Is born to rule takes
unto himself a wife and surrenders tho
job.

A few weeks after marriage love is apt
to boot away In the hot-a- ir balloon con.
strutted during tho courtship. Chicago,
New.


